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Shileen Maninez,ulsthmmshanewmm schools. marginalize them, disre-

have failed. to show up. Sandoval ‘has
launched an ambitious effort tofind them.
The odds aregreat,however,thatmoétof
them will never come back. .

North High School illustrates one of the
most serious and stubborn problems in
US. public education. The dropout rate
for Hispanic students nationwide is 30

o peroent—nearly three times the rate for.
. whites and twice the rate for blacks. It
. crosses income lines, transcends languagt

_abihty. and persists despite a dramatic de-
clinein the dropout rates for othergroups.
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ment ‘of Education- is
tion' to Hispani¢_ dropouts. Last-week,

New Mexico Sen. Jeff : Bingaman' pro- |

posedspendmg $100 milllon on preven-.
uonprogrnmsand a federal
*dropout czar”. The:issue is of concern

notonlyto}ﬁspamcs.hgmte:ghtyears, :
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Yo

:blacks“as the- nation's largest mi-.
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he:ghtened legnslzhve and, public. atten-

- ;mority. Kl‘Oupnﬁlready they £ill {7 .

--‘nearly ha]f,therqlesks in. many.of

e niation's urban public schools. "

”’Illveruem -apinigns.: Hlspanic
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’q'denfs from:all. thmc :groups: $

»;'I‘hey're jailing, :they’re -bored,.

.. ions ‘diverge: about why Latino

pout rates have been persis-
tentlyhlghforthepastzsyeam.
.Hispanics say that the public

specting their culture, neglecting
their language problems, and setting
standards so low that kids can't help but

.reduce expectations. Others insist it is

Hispanics themselves who are gmng up.
on education.
Language is one obwous barrier to His-

' panic academic success. Forty-three per-

cent of Hispanic dropouts are foreign
born, and many of them don't get special

-language help. Bilirjgual-education advo-

cates cite the dropout rate when arguing
that more courses should be taught in

‘Spanish; opponents hold it up as proof of
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to support a fam-{. ti
i]y Butbeyondthesefachors,opm-

in poverty, ‘
dmn,theystartschoolatamhstantmldls-
advantage: They rarely attend preschool,
and their ts, often ﬂ]-educated or ﬂ-
literate, don't read tothem. ‘
Poverty also goes along way t toward ex-
plmmng ‘why Mexican-Americans, Cen-
tral Americans, and Puerto Ricans drop
outofschoolatratwfarhgherthan, say,
Cuban-Americans, who tend to be wealth-
ier and immigrate for political reasons.’
Schoolsmnn'aiM-ncoareapttobere—
mote, overcrowded, and limited to the pri-
mary grades: Partly because of this weak
amdem:c tradition, many Hispanic par-
ents don’t demand as much of American

'schools as whites and blacks de.



Peer tess:lm" dro out :benearly paren

thas DeAnzaMonwya. a pretty Santa Fe

e teen,can.auest. In"her neighborhood, it

P

o lypamtedcarswithherjlownder'ﬁien

. and didn't: worry ‘about:the future, She

_ dmmsshewasmmplydomgwhatwasq' :
of her..“In school: theymakeyou
hkeadumbMencan,"shesays,ad -

ing that the slights only bring Hispanics

closer together. That fierce Latino loyalty,

particularly when applied to family, is an
ethic that teachersﬁndhardtochallenge.'
A sound instinet in most circumstances, it.
can neverthéless prompt a student toleave .| young
"~ Should the altérnamm faﬂ, administra-

- school for reasons as seemingly flimsy as
the one offered by the North High dropout
whomsxstedonworlungﬁxllnmetopay

" for wrecking his brother-in-law’s car.

Addressing the problem. Even if blame
; for the dropout crisis lies with the stu-
dents, a solution is likely to come from the
schools, The black dropout rate plummet-
ed once schools focused on it; to have a
similar impact on Hispanics, reformers
say, teachers must go beyond the class-
room to counsel at-risk students and their
families. Teachers may have to speak

" Spanish and schedule conferences around

3 overwhelmmgmthemspamceommum-:.—'__ '

- - aimetoting program |
matches members. of the: Hispamc busi-

ness community with at-risk youth. Anda

| nationwide effort sponsored by Coca-Cola |
“enlists would-be, dmpouts a5 tutors for

unger children,

tors might take a cue from Joe Sandoval at
North High School. Here, students intent

on quitting school must sign a waiver .
reading: “By signing this, I realize I will {-

not have the skills to survive in the 21st
century.” They are then presented with a
“Certificate of Dropping Out.” Occasional-
ly, it achieves the intended effect. One

teen, Sandoval recalls, threw the docu-

ment back in Sandoval sface, shouting *I

gon’t want this piece of g-~1” Far from be- -

ing insulted, the principal welcomed the
wayward student back to school, [ ]
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